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like to think of them in old money!). It’s a beautiful 
way to pray and immensely rewarding. Give it a go!

Doctrinal formation is the third theme and so 
began my study of my faith. When Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI introduced the year of faith, he 
called on all the faithful to re-learn the use of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church (often referred to 
as the CCC) and in my studies to date it has proved 
to be a pivotal text with a rich wealth of scriptural 
and doctrinal links into the Bible and of the works 
of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church. !is 
has also lead me into a study of the Holy Trinity, 
fundamental and dogmatic theology, Christology 
and ecclesiology to name but a few of these avenues 
of study, in an ever widening and deepening journey 
and one which I hope and pray will allow me to pass 
on to others the foundations of our faith.

Pastoral foundation is the "nal element and if 
Human and Spiritual foundation are linked then 
doctrinal and pastoral foundation are truly two sides 
of the same coin. !e word Deacon comes from the 
Greek noun diakona or servant but it also shares the 
same root of the verb diakonia which means to serve, 
an active rather than re-active process which draws 

together all of the human, spiritual and doctrinal 
elements and allows them to be used in the service of 
others in Christ.

All this study and training might seem a little 
daunting, especially to one such as I with no real 
formal education outside of 4 ‘O’ levels, but it’s really 
not. It has been a glorious journey of discovery and 
has led me seamlessly into my "rst year as a diaconal 
student and my pastoral placement here at St. 
David’s and St. Luke & St. Anne’s. 

As I now gallop headlong towards my "rst year 
exams at the end of June, I look back and wonder 
at how much and indeed how quickly things have 
happened. 

I would like to "nish by saying a big thank you to 
you all for your kindness and support, for all your 
cards and gifts and for putting up with me singing in 
Latin! (!ey make me do it, honest!)

God Bless
  Peter.




































